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REGARDING DATE OF SHIPMENT 


Roots may be ordered at any time and will be shipped at any 
date desired by the customer. However, it is advisable to have 
them sent not too long before the time for planting, as no Dahlia 
grower can be responsible for any loss which may occur on ac- 
count of spoiling or drying out of roots which are in the cus- 
tomers’ hands for a month or so before planting. And where 
early orders are used for forcing for the purpose of making cut- 
tings to plant, there is no guarantee against rotting of the roots 
in this process. In sections where the spring is backward and 
the ground is still cold and wet in May, it is advised to keep 
the roots in the peat moss in which they are packed, and they 
will sprout nicely with hardly any attention, so when the ground 
is warmed up the new plant will have a better start than if it 
had been put in the ground earlier. Parcel post charges are all 
paid by me, and express charges on large shipments, but where 
small orde.s are wanted sent dur.ng weather when freezing 
might occur in transit, the shipment will be made express, 
charges collect. 
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WON’T PART WITH FAVORITE DAHLIA 


FRESNO, CAL., JAN. 14, 1948—‘‘Your Dahlias are all that you 
say they are. We put in about 250 bulbs last spring and they 
were all from you. We have had so many compliments and so 
many want to buy them. There are some bulbs I won't part 
with, and one in particular is Cornelia B. Pinchot. That is my 
favorite of all.” Mrs. F. B. 


BEST HE EVER GREW 


GRIMES, CAL,, FEB. 11, 1948—‘I might add that the roots 
which I purchased last year were very good, in fact the best I’ve 
ever grown.”  H. J. A, 


LONG SEASON OF BLOOM 


JACKSON, MISS., FEB. 9, 1948—The tubers I bought from 
you last spring were fine and I had blooms from early August 
until November 30th. The Mother O’Mine especially fine.” 
Mrs. T. Dy M. 
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“The Highest Quality Dahlia Roots Ubtainable” 


“We Point with Pride...” 


We have several reasons for being proud of Miller Dahlias, per- 
haps the main one being repeat orders and letters from satisfied 
customers. A few excerpts from typical letters will be found in 
this catalog. For 18 years, year after. year many customers have 
added to their stocks of fine Dahlias, those selected from our yearly 
catalogs, and have been pleased with our listed selections of varie- 
ties. Numerous visitors to our fields have admired the healthy 
plants and splendid blooms. We take pride in using the best methods 
of growing healthy, true to name Dahlia stock of varieties selected 
from the thousands now in commerce. Those listed are the ones we 
like personally, and we believe you too will have the same pleasure 
as we have in growing any you may select from the catalog. De- 
scriptions are without any exaggeration or flowery phrases, in an 
attempt to picture the Dahlias as we grow them here. The result 
of years of study and practice have been embodied in the cultural 
suggestions printed in this catalog, and we believe by following 
them, you, in any part of the country, should have equal or even 
better results from any Dahlia stock selected from this catalog. In 
every way possible, we promise that any stock sent out will be 


“THE HIGHEST QUALITY DAHLIA ROOTS OBTAINABLE.” 
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CLASSIFICATION—Large varieties of Dahlias are classi- 
fied for exhibition ag ‘‘A’—those whose blooms grow 8 inches 
or more n diameter, and “B’—those whose blooms are more 
than 4 inches and less than 8 inches in diameter. MINIATURES 
are those under 4 inches and are distinct from the POMPONS 
in that the florets are of the same type as those of the large 
varieties. These valieties are divided into the descriptive sec- 
tions as follows: the abbreviations used in this catalog being: 


Formal Decorative—F. D. 
Informal Decorative—I. D. 
Semi-Cactus—S. C. 
Incurved Cactus—Inc. Cac. 
otraight Cactus—St. Cae. 


DESCRIPTIONS—Following the name of each variety here, 
the classification is first given, then the originator or intro- 
ducer and the year the variety was first offered for sale. The 
size is indicated next—diameter X depth in inches of the bloom, 
then the height of the plant in feet. The length of the stem 
ir inches from the first bud or leaf below the bloom is next. 


PRICES—are for single root divisions and include Parcel 
Post charges, packing, etc. The only additional charges are 
when a small shipment must be sent Express, due to danger of 
freezing in transit early in the season, or C. O. D. shipments. 


GUARANTEE—Each root sent out is carefully inspected 
for soundness and eyes. They are guaranteed to be free of dis- 
ease and to have one or more live eyes or sprouts, and to be 
true to name. In the remote case of a variety proving untrue 
to name a replacement will be made the following spring. Any 
root considered unsatisfactory by the customer will be re- 
placed or a refund sent on its return within three (3) weeks 
of its receipt. As the Miller Dahlia Farms hag no control over 
the conditions under which the roots are planted by the cus- 
tomer, no responsibility is assumed for any rotting or failure 
of the roots afier they are planted or used for propagating cut- 
tings. No further obligations than the amount paid for the 
root is assumed under this guarantee, 


@ 
WELL PLEASED 


TROUTMAN, N. C., MAR. 9, 1948—‘I have been well pleased 
with my former orders.” Mrs. G.S._ , 
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Alice Walker 


VARIETIES OFFERED and RECOMMENDED 


ALICE WALKER, §.C., (Miller D. Farms 1945), 7x4—4’, 12” 
straight wiry stems. Blooms perfectly facing. Bright yellow 
centers, shading to delicate buff on outer florets. A most 
graceful flower, and excellent Keeper... ceeccceesceeseseeeseees $2.00 


AMERICAN VICTORY, I. D., 10x5-4’. 17” stiff stems. Blooms 
perfectly facing. Poinsettia red. Pointed florets curled and 
Shh thyguwistedep bt 2 heh licen Ceimeseescesssectetse nr tae resem man arene aes 50c 


AUTUMN SUNGLOW, S. C. (Miller D. Farms, 1937), 94%4x 
4-414’. 12” stiff straight stems. Some blooms not quite 
facing. Golden orange buff, narrow florets, heavy bush 
TO Wil Ler rece eee enero cr ocaccerece teen tote Onr ns rer aieeun ctor Tattoo eee nea ess 25¢ 


BEDFORD BEAUTY, Inc. Cact., (Franks, 1946), 6x3-3’. 15” 
wiry stems. Blooms facing. Rosy magenta, with white cen- 
TL ALE OLE eter reese ccenee cir eae ne enue eset cates ora ste ate Mea oo erae ce ect nce $1.50 


BETTY HUBBARD, S.C. (Armstrong 1939), 10x6—4%’. 10” 
stiff wiry stems. Perfectly facing. Clear deep yellow. Full 
blcom@=uphichmcenterm SOOCmIKCE DCm sessnte etree eeetneeee ete eee 50¢ 


BLUE MOON, I. D., (Eastern 1941), 10x5-5’. 15” stiff strong 
stems. Blooms perfectly facing. Lavender shading to lilac 
purple at base, giving a bluish effect. Long, heavy florets $1.00 


BLUE RIVER, F.D. (Salem D. G., 1935), 9x3—4%’. 10” stiff 
stems. Blooms facing. Bluish mauve, about as close to 
blue as any Dahlia can come. Long heavy florets jin full 
DIO OL Rese reece eR ee ee ances tecude een ee eareiaie tic kcecwreceses 40¢ 


CARL G. DAHL, I. D., (Hillcrest 1937), 10x4-4’. 14” strong 
stems. Blooms facing and skyward. Apricot buff shaded old 
FOS Ce Re SON ELIE ML dt SBN a OM oe aN J 2 ty seeded 75¢ 


INCOMPARABLE DAHLIAS 


ALAMEDA, CAL., JAN. 18, 1948—‘“I love my Dahlias I get 
from you. They are simply beautiful, nothing to compare with 
others. Sure glad I found you.” Mrs. E. W. 


LOVELIEST FLOWERS EVER SEEN 


ORENCO, ORE., FEB. 3, 1948—‘“‘We enjoyed the Dahlias so 
much last year. When my sister visited me from Kansas, she 
thought they were the loveliest flowers she had seen.” Gi-,A. K. 
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Betty Hubbard 


CHARLES L. MASTICK, F.D. (Tyler, 1937), 9x5—4’. 12” 
straight strong stems. Bright orange with pink reverse. 
Full bloom, excellent cut flower......... oie ere ne eee 35¢ 


CLARA CARDER, I.D. (Kemp, 1935), 10x5—3’. 10” straight 
stiff stems. Blooms facing. Glowing cyclamen pink, deep- 
ening at center. Broad florets uniformly curled......................... 25¢ 


CORNELIA B. PINCHOT, I. D. (Veile 1935), 10x5-5’. 12” stiff 
stems. Blooms facing. Glowing burgundy red, a full 


bloommwitheloneecunledenoretsrerscmemeer te ester eee eee 40c 
GROYDON LILAC, F. D., (from Australia), 6x3-5’. 14” stiff 
stems. Blooms facing, Pure light lavender...........................0c0 40c 





Darcy Sainsbury 


DARCY SAINSBURY, F.D. (from Australia, 1937), 9x5—4’. 
14” strong, straight stems. Blooms facing well above the 
foliage. Creamy white. Long, heavy florets of good sub- 

stance, good keeper. Still one of the outstanding whites........ 40c 
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Delightful 


DELIGHTFUL, I. D., (Miller Dahlia Farms 1946), 10x6-4’. 16” 
strong stiff stems. Blooms skyward and facing. Light orchid, 
flushed white. Long pointed florets, full high center.............. 85c 


DIXIE’S WINE DOT, I. D., (Dixie 1943), 10x4-5’. 14” stiff stems. 
Blooms facing. White, splashed and dotted purple. A most 
striking variegated bloom 


DUSKY ROSE, I. D., (Miller Dahlia Farms 1947), 7x4-4’. 
15” stiff wiry stems. Blooms facing. Old rose shaded 
apricot and tan. Gracefully twisted and folded florets 
in an artistically formed bloom. Very profuse and a good 


FEO P Ci eee area rant hie oes sab nat ha ca sees etna sa STR LaC TNC vs aa dace co New caseeeseeaiaes 75¢ 
E. M. RADDELL, I. D., (Felsinger i934), 8x4-4’. 12” stiff stems. 
Blooms facing. Shell pink, deepening to rose at center............ 35¢ 


FIGARO, S.C., (from France 1940), 942x4—5’. 10” straight stiff 
stems. Blooms facing. A most attractive bi-color of yellow, 
SEFIPE FANG ts lasMCCSCAL LC Ung erie ire dius sade ted tee sels eke tec sssterpens 60c 


FLAMBEAU, I.D., (Miller Dahlia Farms 1942), 9x4—3’. 8” stiff 
straight stems, Blooms facing. Light scarlet, with bright 
lemon yellow running from the base of each floret like a 
tongue of fire. Florets somewhat twisted with curled edges. 

Ex cellentssulstance shire hetioniigcen louse eters recess 50¢ 
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NEIGHBORS ALL RAVED ABOUT THEM 


SOUTH GATE, CAL., FEB. 8, 1948—“All neighbors raved about 
my Dahlias last year. Yours are by far the best I have ever raised, 
so I am putting my whole garden into Dahlias this year.”— 
Mrs. Rast: 

A GOOD START 


SANTA CRIUZ, CAL., JAN. 20, 1948—‘‘The bulbs I got from 
you last year were very satisfactory, and flowers beautiful. 
And it was my first experience with Dahlias.” C.N. C. 
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“The Highest Quality Dahlia Roots Obtainable” 





Dusky Rose 


FLASH, S. C., (Salem D. Gardens 1940), 8x5-4’. 14” straight 
stems. Blooms facing. Bi-color, crimson, tipped white. Ser- 
rated efloretssavery striking’ effect. eee $2.00 


FLORIST’S BEAUTY, F. D., (Parella 1945), 7x3-4’. 15” wiry 
stems. Perfectly facing. Amaranth purple, evenly tipped 
white. Pointed tip florets. Exceptionally good keeper, a 


Perfect CUCGHHOW CLK Aisa scleececseseseeteese ce eee ee ere $1.50 
GOLDEN PLUME, S. C., (Miller D. Farms 1937), 10x4-3’. 12” 
stiff stems. Blooms facing. Clear light yellow... 20c 





Golden Plume 
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Flambeau 


GREATER GLORY, S. C. (Salem 1937), 10x5-5%%’. 12” wiry 
sraight stems. Blooms facing above foliage. Rose pink 
shading to light yellow at center. Florets well rolled. 
INGarlymaeSthalc nite Ca ChusmLy 10 Crue aeccssccc cect cteeneaeontertoss suarsteriaces 60c 





GRENADIER, IL.D., (Miller D. Farms 1945), 10x4—414’. 18” 
stiff stems. Blooms perfectly facing. Glowing crimson. Full 
blooms of good substance. Florets have twisted tips........0...... 75¢ 


REPRE PEPPERELL PAPAL L LALLA. 
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Katie K. 


GREY DAWN, F. D., 8x5-4’. 12” stiff straight stems. Blooms 
facing. White, suffused lavender at center of blooms. Ex- 
ceptionally siully bloom, s good CU teOW Cir nret etre see ee eee 35¢ 


HARVEST DANCE, I.D., (Miller D. Farms 1947), 8x5—34’. 
10” wiry stems. Blooms facing. Golden buff shaded light 
scarlet, more or less variegated. Full bloom............0..ccee 50c 


INDIANA MOON, I.D., (Martin, 1932), 9x4—5’. 10” strong stiff 
stems. Blooms facing, some sky-ward. Cadmium orange and 
old rose, suffused carmine. Narrow florets slightly twisted 
andecurledss Dark = TOLIAS Cl. o.hocskeceen esr ee 25¢ 


JUDY ANDERSON, I. D., (Manning 1946), 9x4-4’. 12” stiff 
stems. Blooms facing. Maroon red, each floret more or less 
LiPPeGuw Hite wAsV.eLymSALISLACLOLy sbl=COLOT eee een tee eee $1.00 


KATIE K., I. D., (Lakeside 1938), 10x4-3%4’. 18” straight strong 
stems. Blooms facing. Violet rose, lighter shadings. Full 
bloomsswitheexcellentesubstan Cec cceccnrre re cee eee eee eee 85e 


LE MOYNE STRATTON, F. D., (Miller D. Farms 1941), 
8x5-4’. 8” strong stiff stems. Blooms facing. A soft shade of 
light apricot, or champagne, deeper center. Full bloom with 
Horetsmoteexcellentwesubstan Ce merece cscs te ee ee 35¢ 


STOCK DID VERY WELL 


GLENDALE, CAL., JAN. 15, 1948—‘Two roots that you sent 
me last year did very well, and we really enjoyed Salmon 
King. It is a lovely color.” Mrs. G. M. S. 


GOOD PLANTS FROM GOOD TUBERS 


VISALIA, CAL, JAN. 12, 1948—“‘The members of the Gar- 
dena Garden Club are highly interested in Dahlias, and the 
plants grown from) your tubers last year were the finest I have 
ever seen.” Mrs. A. J. 
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Mrs. Ella Worthen 


LUCKY, St.Cact., (Schutte 1945), 7x4—4%’. 10” wiry stiff 
stems. Light red. Extremely early and profuse. Have 
counted 35 perfect blooms on a plant at one time. Unex- 

CelledBaspantlocist:sml all ame eer eee. ee ee, 75¢ 


LUSCIOUS, F. D., (Miller D. Farms 1946), 10x5-3’. 14” strong 
stems. Blooms facing. Light apricot buff, leathery foliage......50¢ 


MARIE DRESSLER, F. D., (Vernon Floral Co., 1934), 7x4-5’. 
15” stiff stems. Blooms facing. Pomegranite red, Early and 
profuse. Good substance and excellent cut flower..............0.. 40c 


MARYLAND GLORY, F.D., (Maryland D. G. 1934), 8x4—4’. 
15” stiff stems. Blooms perfectly facing. American Beauty 
reds GOOGEK CGD EI rere creer eee errs nee beeen ee eee cs 40¢ 


MAYOR FRANK OTIS, I. D., (Salbach 1939), 11x5-4’. 15” 
straight strong stems. Blooms facing. Golden yellow shaded 
bronze. Gracefully twisted and curled florets. Has been 

STOW DECOR (a LN Ch CS eeereererer tee te tre ne re ee see ane 2 fee eee et 60c 


MICHIGAN WHITE, I. D., (Keiser 1938), 7x3-5’. 12” stiff stems. 
Blooms perfectly facing. Pure white. Pointed florets of 
good substance. The standard florist’s white..................ccce 50¢ 


M. KOL, I. D., 7x4-3’. 10” wiry stems. Blooms facing. Bright 
orange shaded light yellow, with each floret tipped white. 
BatlyeandepLroLuses oOMmenviarlesa ted emeamee seen tne neers 25¢ 

MONARCH OF EAST, F. D., (Almy 1929), 10x5-4’. 12” strong 


stiff stems. Blooms facing and skyward. Rich golden yel- 
low, light red reverse. Heavy massive blo0omM...............cc08 60c 
MOTHER O’MINE, I.D. (Moss 1940) 10x5—3’. 10” stiff strong 
stems, Blooms facing and skyward. Peach pink suffused and 
shaded zoldsEulli bloom nigh center ten. ccancc tn cece 1.00 
MRS. E. J., St. Cact. (Rocky River 1946), 6x3-4’. 12” stiff stem. 
Bright pink, with white center and tips. Good keeper, pro- 
LTS Oe eR ee Pee eee OEE so tee Marl ceed gs $1.50 
MRS. ELLA WORTHEN, S.C. (Garrity, 1933), 10x4—5'%’. 15” 
stiff straight stems. Blooms facing. Saimon pink with yel- 
low shadings. Long graceful florets, with unusual high 
centers. A little late, but its large beautiful blooms excite 
universal admiration for its grace and color shading.............. 25¢ 


od 


LATE PLANTING FOUND BETTER 


LOS ANGELES, CAL., JAN. 10, 1948—‘‘The bulbs sent pre- 
viously were more than satisfactory. Send the present order 
at the most suitable time. I notice the blooms last longer 
when planted in late April or May.” Mrs. J. C. M. 
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Opalescent 


OPALESCENT, I. D., (Miller D. Farms 1940), 10x7x6’. 15” 
straight stems. Blooms sky-ward and partly facing. Chrome 
yellow shading to pinard yellow, fiesh color and carrot 
red on outer florets, reverse streaked Alarizine pink, old 
LOSemcll Cimey Cl lOWre LOLUS Cena eere neta eeeeteceres vaio ieee anes eee OUC 





PALO ALTO, 1.D., (Ballay 1935), 9x5—4’. 12” straight stems. 
Blooms facing well above the foliage. Delicate salmon and 
gold, deeper center. A.D.S. RG rhg sees cnt ont ateiam seccenussicscons scanners CO 


LOVELY DAHLIAS 


TALLAHASSEE, FLA., MAR. 4, 1948—“Your Dahlias were 
lovely last year.” Mrs. C. R. 
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Passion 


PASSION, F. D., (Miller D. Farms 1946), 9x4-3’. 15” stiff 
strong stems. Blooms facing. Rich deep velvety red. Broad 
florets of excellent substance 


PATTY WAUGH, F.D., 6x3—4’. Stiff wiry stems. Blooms per- 
fectly facing. White. Profuse, early and a splendid cut 
flower 


RED GUARD, I. D., (Miller D. Farms 1941), 10x5-5’. 14” 
straight stiff stems. Blooms facing. Bright red. Heavy flor- 


ets, massive blooms. Many 12 and 14 inch bloom..................... 60c 
ROSE GLORY, F. D., 7x4-4’. 15” stiff wiry stems. Violet rose, a 
CUDTLOW erty DEOL TCI licen see en een st sittin ceva rteecaee: 40c 


RUFFLES, I. D. (Wenning 1946), 9x4-4’. 10” strong stems. Glow- 
ing rose pink. Curled and ruffled florets in a full bloom......$2.00 


SAGAMORE BEAUTY, F.D., (Shattuck 1929), 7x3—3’. 10” 
stiff wiry stems. Blooms facing. Rich true pink, with cream 
center. Early and profuse, and can hardly be equalled for 
Cut eflowersteh eave bushes row theese eerste cere ece ee 20c 


SALMON KING, F. D., (Miller D. Farms 1945), 9x5-4’. 15” 
strong stiff stems. Blooms facing. Glowing salmon buff, 
deeper shading at centers. Broad heavy florets of good sub- 
SEAT CC were eee terse ecbece screener erisetre or sedaten gaan iustevudasacseteccrtitiwonviles 50c 


SHOWPLACE OF THEIR YARD 
ASHLAND, ORE., FEB. 9, 1948—“Last year’s planting of 
Dahlias made a showplace of our yard, people came from all 
cver this end of the valley to admire the flowers. We have 
been well pleased with all roots purchased from you.” K. M. R. 


BLOOMFIELD, IOWA, JAN, 18, 1948—“We sure have _ had 
good luck with your Dahlia bulbs when the season is right. My 
husband also enjoys them. Your bulbs always come in good 
condition and on time which means so much.” Mrs. D. R. 


LONG STEMS 


ANTIOCH, CAL., JAN. 13, 1948—‘“Hope I am early enougn 
this time. Had beautiful Dahlias from the bulbs I did receive 
last year, especially Satan, which has stems over 20 inches 
ope? MGR, de A, Ley 
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Sand Dune 


SAND DUNE, F. D., (Miller Dahlia Farms 1946), 9x4-4’. 12” 
stiff stems. Blooms perfectly facing. Buff orange with shad- 
ings and pencilling of peach red, light red reverse. Broad 

CUPDEd ElOnetSHOreSOOd mSUDStAll Cire teeeetee ete eeeeateeeare eee eee 35¢ 


SATAN, S.C. (Ballay, 1932), 94%2x5—5’. 16” heavy straight 
stems. Blooms perfectly erect and facing. Rich scarlet 
with creamy reverse showing at the center and on the ends 
of the florets, which are horn-shaped. Has been grown to 
TG: FAN CHES Reta eh eee eRe Ba een eee 25¢ 





Satan 


ZONE NUMBER—The Post Office Department requests that 
Zone Number be used in cities where this system is in effect. 
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Sophisticate 


SNOWBOUND, F.D., (Miller D. F. 1947), 8x3—4’. 12” stiff 
stems. Perfectly facing. Pure white, florets of very good 
substance 


SOPHISTICATE, I.D. (Miller D. Farms, 1941), 9142x5—5’. 10” 
strong, graceful stems. Blooms facing. Amaranth pink 
with lighter shadings. Excellent keeper, and very profuse. 
Vigorous bush growth. Occasional open center 


SPRINGTIME, I.D., (Miller D. Farms 1944), 7x3—4’. 9” stiff 
wiry stems. Blooms perfectly facing. Unusual combination 
of light peach pink shaded cream, with bright yellow 
central florets. Very early and profuse, and a splendid 
keeper. Excellent for cut flower arrangements 35¢ 


STARBRIGHT, S. C. (Miller D. Farms, 1945), 9x4-4’. 15” 
straight wiry stems. Blooms facing. Pure white. Early - 
FATT CL DOLUS Cpe eeranecatrt evvacectesess ce eueene eee cats ae stase eatin sa Ceveesesvon Seuorte sotens 60¢c 


ADMIRED BY EVERYONE 


BAKER, ORE., JAN. 16, 1948—‘‘We have always had _ fine 
luck with your bulbs, and the flowers are always admired by 
CVEryOn ew me One Liew lose Vie 





Springtime 
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Towers Empire 


THE COMMODORE, I. D., (Kept 1932), 10x6-3142’ 12” strong 
stems. Blooms facing. Solid unshaded yellowW............:cceceeee 15¢ 


TOWERS EMPIRE, I.D., (Parella 1935), 91%x6—5'%’. 10” 
straight strong stems. Blooms skyward and facing. Very 
bright golden yellow slightly tinged delicate rose at center. 
Long heavy florets in amiGavy DIOGO ie cccreccseeeat nee aeretrerceeee 50¢ 


VOLGA RIVER, I.D., (Feldman 1942), 10x5—4’. 15” straight 
strong stems. Perfectly facing. Bright scarlet with lemon 
yellow center and stripes running up into the florets. Full 

Massive DlOOMS# Marl ya anc OLOPASCesereteessserereetseete cetera 50c 


WARRIOR, F. D., (Miller D. Farms 1946), 9x4-4’. 16” stiff 
stems. Blooms perfectly facing. Bright scarlet. Broad flo- 
TEtS SOME W WALTWISTER EZ, cicecsasnsceecattecersct catenccceces ten eeceoon eracteer cee seeeeeenees 50c 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF ORDERS 


ALL ORDERS are either shipped the day following receipt 
here, or notice sent to the customer by return mail. 


Cc. O. D. ORDERS—No. C. O. D. orders accepted without a de- 
posit of at least 25% of the amount of the order. Collection charges 
will be added to the amount to be collected by the postman. 


SUBSTITUTIONS—Stock of some varieties may not be equal 
to the demand, and to save time and correspondence or the 
necessity of a refund, it is suggested the customer allow the 
privilege of substituting similar varieties when necessary, espe- 
cially in later orders. Extra value is always given in such cases. 


IDENTIFICATION OF ROOTS—Stamped indelibly on each root 
is its name. This is done at the time of dividing the clumps so that 
there is very little possibility of a root being mislabeled. 


DISCOUNTS—It has been found there is some saving in over- 
head expenses and labor when large orders are sent out, and this 
saving is returned to the customer as follows: 

Orders amounting to $10.00 or more deduct 10% 
Orders amounting to $20.00 or more deduct 15% 
Orders amounting to $30.00 or more deduct 20% 


The discount to which your order entitles you may be deducted 
in sending in the remittance with your order, or will be supplied 
by me in the form of extra roots of my selection in which case 
hae! somewhat better value is given than the exact amount 
as listed. 


Make checks and money orders payable to MILLER DAHLIA 
FARMS. Cash, stamps and currency accepted only at sender’s risk. 
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Winter Wonderland 


WINTER WONDERLAND, I.D., (Miller D. Farms 1947), 
8x4—3’. 8” stiff stems. Blooms perfectly facing. Creamy 
white with slight overcast of pink. Profuse and early, and 
Bp SDLCTIC Ie COP Cx seem tases ce cose ee rece nec eee vaaoavae camntaalicaucesaceataes 75¢ 


WISTERIA, F. D., (Miller D. Farms 1945), 9x5-4’. 16” stiff 
stems. Blooms facing. Clear deep orchid. Full blooms, 
BOOGSUDSTAN CO ee cara teem crre ter sete ee eter ee fee ety tere eons eee takes est ieessoesesun ca 40c 


TRUE TO DESCRIPTION 
PRAIRIE DU CHIEN, WISC., JAN. 29, 1948—“Your Dahlias 


I get from you are what you say they are. I always had lovely 
Dahlias from you.” Mrs, C. EH. P. 


AN OUTSTANDING DAHLIA 


HOLLYWOOD, CAL., JAN. 27, 1948—‘“Your Dahlias are very 
lovely. Sorry, have not space to order more. I don’t think I 
have ever seen a Dahlia with so many lovely blooms as Chas. 
Mastick.” A. EH, P. 


JUST A LITTLE SELFISH 


RENO, NEVADA, MAR. 16, 1948—“‘The Dahlia roots which 
I bought from you last spring produced the most beautiful flow- 
ers I have ever seen. Neighbors from all around came to ad- 
mire them and I could have entered them in the fall flower 
show and won first prize, but because I was a little selfish I 
didn’t want them to leave my garden I' enjoyed their beauty so 
onion? Wile, “4b 1ee 


HEALTHY AND ROBUST BULBS 


WASHOUGAL, WASH., JAN. 22, 1948—‘“Your Dahlia bulbs 
have given such beautiful flowers, a joy to grow. They are 
such healthy robust bulbs.” Mrs. W. O. 


A GREAT JOY 


FRESNO, CAL., JAN. 19, 1948—“The Dahlia roots I received 
last spring were a great joy to me, and to everyone who saw 
them.” Mrs. F. F. 
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MINIATURE DAHLIAS 


BARBARA DOANE, S.C., Light pink, lighter shadings and 
COTS ALO We DUISE a acoso sev ccce cis sce ns Beer en touoe estou cateeuethenere aseneoe eee ae meretens ee 25¢ 


CARLOTTA, Min. F.D., Light carmine red, narrow folded 
florets, each daintily notched at end. Good stems, tall, and 


AP TLOLISTIS 1a VOL bir csi sn stzcetiacveneruneacnacaenc cue te tee ROS aR Ree oe 20c 
EASTER BONNET, Min. F. D. Small salmon buff with golden 

Cente Harlyeand. pLOLuses lal mb USii ste cseateeseesnee senate eee 25¢ 
EMILY, EF: -D) or Ball; Lavender, darker centetc....e ee 25¢e 


FAIRY, Min. I.D., Salmon pink, florets attractively curled........ 20¢ 


HAPPY-GO-LUCKY, Min. F. D. Our new origination, small 
light red, more or less tipped white. Sometimes variegaied....50¢ 


LITTLE PAL, Min. F.D., Smail crange and white, good stems, 


LOW DUSH BAER ce ccrerte otter vcs se isatn Veeco Career ERT eee eee 20c 
MAUDE ADAMS. Ball, white, delicately shaded lavender............ 25¢ 
MAUVEEN, St.Cact., Light lavender. Low bush. Early and 

PV OLUSCIG As cose cotacattitevss tessectsaetes desea secs eystskcdetgeddetevnte Meuacdasaee eta eo eee 25¢ 
PILOT LIGHT, F. D., Deep red, full bloom. Tall bush.......0............ 30c 
SOUTH SEAS, I.D., Orange, shading to peach pink.....00.000.0.... 20¢ 
WINES DROPA YD Reddishanurplesa...2e eee 20¢ 


NEVER ANYTHING LIKE THEM 
CHICAGO, ILL., SEPT. 30, 1948—“‘The Dahlia bulbs I bought 
from you last spliing are so beautiful. I never had Dahliag like 
those I raised from your bulbs.” Mrs. L. B. V. 
STOCK AND GOOD VITALITY 


JAMAICA, N. Y:, FEB. 1, 1948—‘Stock from you has always 
had the necessary vitality to produce excellent blooms.” M.J.K. 
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POMPON DAHLIAS 


POmpOnsS pera nOO tse 20c. 


ALICE ROCKWOOD, Old rose, large blooms, tall. 
ALLEN H., Light pink, flushed cream. 

AMBER QUEEN, Light orange, or amber. 

CELESTIA, Pure white, with exceptionally good stems. 
CHICKIE, Old rose. Very small, tall bush. 


COQUETTE, (new) Rich creamy yellow base, shading to 
bright scarlet with an occasional white floret. Variegated 


EDITH MUELLER, yellow, tipped carmine. 
EUNICE, light lavender and white. Tall bush. 
EUREKA, Light orange, tipped scarlet, some white florets, 
GOLDIE, deep yellow. Large. 

HAZEL DELL, Clear pink, edged cerise. 
IOLANTHE, Salmon scarlet. Large, Tall bush. 
JOE FETTE, White 

JOSEPHINE, Purple, low bush. 

LEMON DROP, Light yellow. Small. 

LETA, Large bright red 

MARY MUNNS, Large light purple 


MORNING MIST, Light lavender pink, shaded white. Low 
bush. 


PEGGY ANN, Yellow, shaded brownish red. Tall. 
ROSA WILMOUTH, Tall, light purple 
SPECKLES, Deep red and white, variegated. 
TAKAS YELLOW. Bright deep yellow. 
TOM THUMB, Light red, very small. 
TONY, Deep yellow. Bushy plant. 
VALIANT, Tall, large bright red 
WHITE DOVE, Low bush, attractive white 
YELLOW GEM, Canary yellow. 
THE PRICES AND OFFERINGS in this catalog cancel all 


previous prices and listings. There is no stock available not listed 
herein. 
Ww 


BEAUTIFUL BUT INEXPENSIVE 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., FEB. 17, 1948—‘‘Recently I asked a 
fiiend wheie she got her beautiful Dahlia bulbs, and she gave 
me your address. I have long admiied hers but never dreamed 
they were so inexpensive. I to!'d my neighbors I am going to 
have some go.geous Dahlias this year.” Mrs, I. C. 


UNUSUALLY LARGE 


MERCED, CAL., AUG, 5, 1948—“I want to tell you what good 
success I had with the Dahlia tubers purchased from you. The 
blooms on Altmark, Satan and Man O’War are unusually large. 
Be sure to send catalogue for 1949.” Mrs. B. H. 
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Cultural Directions 


For the healthy growth and the lovely blooms your Dahlia 
planting should be expected to produce, just a few simple re- 
quirements are demanded. These are easy to understand and fol- 
low when we consider the manner in which the Dahlia plant 


grows. 


The root division which we plant has an eye near or on the 
part of the stalk which forms the top of the root. This eye con- 
tains the really important part of the entire root, and from it a 
stalk and feed roots grow to form the Dahlia plant. The rest of 
the root is merely a dinner basket to supply the necessary nour- 
ishment for starting the new plant. As soon as the feed roots, 
very fine at first, reach the point where they start to supply 
enough plant food to enable the newly-formed leaves above 
ground to begin work, the original root has performed its pur- 
pose, and may as well be disregarded. In proof of this, the root 
you plant may be cut in half or a still smaller portion be planted 
with a resultant vigorous plant, providing the conditions of soil 
and moisture, etc., are made right. 


Thus the new plant needs nothing in the way of fertilizer or 
irrigation until the new feed roots are established. And the more 
numerous and faster-growing these feed roots, the stronger the 
plant and the better crop of roots for the next year. Any fer- 
tilizer should for this reason, not be placed in the hole in which 
the root is planted, but spread over the entire Dahlia plot, as 
the new roots will cover in most cases the entire space allotted 
to your Dahlias. 


Some of these new roots will thicken and begin to store up 
starch and other food elements, forming the new crop of storage 
roots. It is when these are growing and the buds on the plant 
are beginning to open that plenty of plant food and water are 
necessary. It is known that one bloom in its formation requires 
many times the water and food that is needed for the foliage and 
stalk growth. 


It is clear anything which tends to interfere with the growth 
of these new feed roots will stunt the growth of the plant, so 
an over-supply of water at the start, or the presence of rottin, 
vegetation or manure, anything which will cause these roots to 
rot before they reach a healthy growth, is to be avoided. Plenty 
of room is needed for root development and space between plants 
should be enough for good ventilation to avoid mildew of th. 
foliage. 


With an understanding of these requirements, we can plan 
the best way to plant and care for the Dahlias. 


The soil should be loose and well drained. Spading deeply 
as soon as the ground can be worked in the spring is a neces- 
sary part of preparation. On heavy clay soil some sort of humus 
should be worked in, and some sand or fine coal ashes. If new 
clay, a dressing of agricultural lime raked in the surface after 
spading will be of advantage. If the ground has been planted to 
een a aa 

TOOK EVERYONE’S EYE 


GRASS VALLEY, CAL., FEB. 5, 1948—“My Dahlias last year 
were grand. Grand Slam taking everyone’s eye. Also I love 
little Allbright (Pom) it is the brightest one in my garden of 
OU Staal LcSeme hare 

MINIATURES BEAUTIFUL 

BAKER, ORE., MAR. 17, 1948—“The Dahlias I got last year 
were beautiful. I don’t have much room, and think the Minia- 
tures are the loveliest ever.” Mrs. F. X. B. 

FINE STOCK 
BLUFIELD, W. VA., JAN. 39, 1948—‘Your Dahlia bulbs are 
finer than any others I have ever bought.” Mrs. B. R. J. 
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MINIATURE DAHLIAS 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF ORDERS 


ALL ORDERS are either shipped the day following receipt 
here, or notice sent to the customer by return mail. 


Cc. O. D. ORDERS—No. C. O. D. orders accepted without a de- 
posit of at least 25% of the amount of the order. Collection charges 
will be added to the amount to be collected by the postman. 


SUBSTITUTIONS—Stock of some varieties may not be equal 
to the demand, and to save time and correspondence or the 
necessity of a refund, it is suggested the customer allow the 
privilege of substituting similar varieties when necessary, espe- 
cially in later orders. Extra value is always given in such cases. 


IDENTIFICATION OF ROOTS—Stamped indelibly on each root 
is its name. This is done at the time of dividing the clumps so that 
there is very little possibility of a root being mislabeled. 


DISCOUNTS—It has been found there is some saving in over- 
head expenses and labor when large orders are sent out, and this 
saving is returned to the customer as follows: 


Orders amounting to $10.00 or more deduct 10% 
Orders amounting to $20.00 or more deduct 15% 
Orders amounting to $30.00 or more deduct 20% 


The discount to which your order entitles you may be deducted 
in sending in the remittance with your order, or will be supplied 
by me in the form of extra roots of my selection in which case 
usually somewhat better value is given than the exact amount 
as listed. 


Make checks and money orders payable to MILLER DAHLIA 
FARMS. Cash, stamps and currency accepted only at sender’s risk. 


GUARANTEE—Each root sent out is carefully inspected 
for soundness and eyes., They are guaranteed to be free of dis- 
ease and to have one or more live eyes or sprouts, and to be 
true to name. In the remote case of a variety proving untrue 
to name a replacement will be made the following spring. Any 
root considered unsatisfactory by the customer will be re- 
placed or a refund sent on its return within three (3) weeks 
of its receipt. As the Miller Dahlia Farms has no control over 
the conditions under which the roots are planted by the cus- 
tomer, no responsibility is assumed for any rotting or failure 
of the roots after they are planted or used for propogating cut: 
tings. No further obligations than the amount paid for the 
root is assumed under this guarantee. 


Use this side for correspondence 








MILLER DAHLIA FARMS 


R. C, MILLER, Prop., 


“The Highest Quality Dahlia Roots Obtainable”’ 
13055 24th Avenue South Seattle 88, Wash. 
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a root crop the year before an application of bone meal and 
potash should be made, and this worked into the surface before 
planting. About 5 pounds of bone meal and 1 pound of Muriate 
or Sulphate of Potash to every 10 plants. 


When the soil has warmed up nicely, and not until then, is 
the time to plant. DO NOT PLANT A DAHLIA ROOT IN 
COLD, WET GROUND, and expect anything but failure. Some 
varieties may pull through, but nothing is gained by planting 
too early. A hole about 5 inches deep in heavy soil, to as deep 
as 8 inches in light sandy soil, is dug for each root, and allow 
at least 3 feet each way between holes. This for the large varie- 
ties. The Pompons may be spaced closer, also the miniatures 
for mass effects. A stake should be driven close to the hole and 
the root laid therein with the eye or sprout facing up, and to- 
ward the stake. The root should be covered about two inches, 
and the hole gradually filled in as the plant grows. It may be 
tied to the stake with soft twine or rag to avoid cutting the stalk. 


For a bushy plant with numerous blooms the plant may be 
pinched out after the 3rd set of leaves forms. This will force 
the buds at the base of the plant to develop and the plant will 
spread out. For large blooms, pinch out the buds on each branch 
down to the base buds leaving only one bud to a stalk. This 
allows long stems for cutting or exhibition, As Pompons and 
Miniatures are somewhat valued in inverse ratio to their size 
none of these should be disbudded, but the young plant may bx 
pinched out to make more blooms. 


There are a few insect pests which may infect your Dahlia:, 
depending on your locality. Aphis or other sucking insects, cr 
leaf hoppers or other chewing insects. There are a number uf 
good sprays and dusts on the market, including the new DDT 
which may be used according to directions on the package. Your 
local feed store or hardware dealer will help you select whica- 
ever is indicated by your local conditions. 


The ground around the Dahlia plants should be kept in a 
loose condition by frequent cultivation, deep at first and then 
shallower as the plant grows and the feed roots spread out, anc 
near the surface. If your summer is very hot, a mulch bé.ween 
the Dahlias of grass clippings, or other material, will help keep 
the ground cool and avoid overheating the roots. During extreme 


heat it is advisable to pick off the buds and not allow blossoms 
to form, thus saving any possible dangerous wilting of the plant. 


When watering, after the buds have started to open, and not 
until then, it is better to give the ground a thorough soaking once 
a week or every ten days, than to sprinkle the surface every 
day. The moisture should reach down about a foot to be of the 
most value. 


Dahlia blooms should be cut either early in the morning be- 
fore the sun starts to dry them out, or late in the evening. Th. 
best method of cutting for long keeping blooms, is to carry a 
bucket of cold water into the garden and plunge the stem of 
the Dahlia into it as soon as it is cut from the bush. A knife 
should be used instead of scissors, as the object is to not press 
the stem shut, but rather leave it so that it will absorb water 
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readily for the bloom. The cut flowers should then be placed 
in the cold water container, in a cool dark place, and away fro. 
any drafts, for several hours, or if cut in the evening, over night. 
After that they are ready for placing in your vases or other con- 
tainers for display, and will keep much longer than if any other 
method of preparation is used. Too much foliage left on the stem 
will greatly lessen the keeping quality of the bloom. 


After the first killing frost the Dahlia clumps should be dug 
and stored for the winter. If the sections where there is no frost, 
or where it comes very late in the. year, the plants may be cut 
down any time and aiter allowing a few days for the sap to go 
down into the roots, the clumps may be dug and cared for the 
same as if they had been killed by frost. It is well to dig the 
dirt away from the clump and cut-down with the spade all 
around it rather deep before lifting it.out. This will cut the feed 
roots which may extend out as far as two feet from the stalk, 
and which might break some of thé*roots from the stalk if not 
cut. Any roots which are broken at the neck will probably not 
be any good the following spring. 


The clump may be allowed to stand for a. while to dry out 
the dirt, which may then be shaken off gently. Or a gentle stream. 
of water may be used to wash the clumps. The stalk should then 
be cut off close to the clump, and it is then ready to be divided 
or stored. 


A cool not too dry cellar is the best place for root storage, 
being sure it is frost proof. It does not need much below freezing 
to ruin Dahlia roots. Also, dry warm air will cause the roots to 
dry out and shrivel up, so that most of them will not grow in the 
spring. ih. ioe 

In dividing the clumps, all that is necessary is to have an 
eye for each root saved, and these eyes are plainly visible at th- 
time of digging, if one wishes to divide them then. This will do 
away with the possibility of stem rot, which sometimes spoils the 
entire clumps. Cut surfaces may be dusted or dipped in powdered 
lime or sulphur and the roots packed in boxes of fine sawdust, 
or even dry dirt. The name of the variety may be written on 
the root with an indelible pencil, moistening the surface so the 
writing will be permanent. This avoids the possibility of lost 
tags and mixed-up varieties. 


Any special problems not covered will be gladly considered 
on request, and all available information thereto will be given. 


@ 


SURPRISE! TOOK THREE PRIZES 
PALISADES PARK, N. J., SEPT. 29, 1948—‘I wanted to wait 
for the flowers, and what a surprise. All made the grade and 
plenty of blooms. Thank you so much. I got three prizeg at our 
show.” H. M. 
RESULTS FROM SUPERIOR STOCK 
SPOKANE, WASH., OCT. 25, 1948—‘‘After trying out a few 
of your superior tubers, I was more than pleased with the re- 
sults, and am showing my appreciation by placing a large order 
with you in the spring.” I. C. S. 


TWO GREAT DAHLIAS 


FORT BRAGG, CAL., JAN. 1r, 1948—‘“Had great success with 
your Dahlias last year. Especially enjoyed Warrior and Darcey 
Sainsbury.” Miss V. D. 


RESULTS ALWAYS EXCITING 


ETNA, ‘N. H., FEB. 24, 1948—‘“Want to say I’m _ ordering 
again entirely from you, as the results from your roots have 
always been exciting.” R. K. 


BEST STOCK 
ANSONIA, CONN, FEB. 13, 1948—‘For many years I have 


grown Dahlias, one year ] had 800 of them, The stock I get 
from you is the best.’ L: M, R. ae 
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